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The Future of Tourism
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	Staying at one place for long, seeing the same things every day, sometimes leads to boredom. This boredom creates people's desire to travel and venture into new environments for enjoyment, pleasure, or fun. Other people also utilize their vacations from, say, work and school by traveling to new places just for the sake of relaxing their minds from the tiresome school and job schedules. Surprisingly, others in nature love unusual, exciting, and daring experiences. Such experiences are often referred to as adventures. The acts of traveling to new places and environments for the sake of pleasure, mental relaxation, and or adventures are referred to as tourism. Tourism may either be domestic or international. Tourism is domestic when people explore new places within their country, whereas international tourism is where people travel outside their country. 
Whether domestic or international, tourism tends to contribute highly to the economy of a country. The contribution to a county’s economy occurs when the tourism sector creates employment for many people, thereby reducing the levels of unemployment and improving peoples’ standards of living, contributes to the revenue and national income of the country when the government consequently taxes the employed people, and the sector also tends to promote infrastructure of the country through the development of access roads to tourism sites and also hotels to host the tourists. Apart from contributing to the economy, tourism also promotes cultural exchange between people. Cultural exchange occurs when people travel to new places, find new people with different ways of life, some of which they may find interesting, and when they get back home, they decide to practice. 

[bookmark: _Toc82160732]The Current Trend of Tourism
	In many countries, international tourism is always given great weight as opposed to domestic tourism. The fact that international tourism contributes highly to export growth by generating more foreign exchange than domestic tourism makes the tourism sector ranked mainly based on international travel. Before early last year, international tourism had been known to be experiencing annual growth. Statistics show that 2019, the 10th consecutive year of growth in the tourism sector, recorded about a 4% increase compared to 2018 (UNWTO, 2020).
	However, early last year, the break out of the novel coronavirus greatly affected the shape of tourism. Strict protocols that were put in place to help contain the virus included a ban on international travel and lockdown in many parts, which restricted international tourism to a great extent. According to (UNWTO 2020), international tourism in all the continents fell by about 72%. This drop-in tourism remains historic, and it takes back the tourism sector to about 30 years ago.
	History has always taught us that crises remodel our society. In some cases, crises make us adapt to new changes and new realities. Covid-19 being no different, also had to be adapted to, and by July last year, many nations had already begun adapting to the new reality. The tourism sector began experiencing a great recovery as many countries started easing their travel restrictions. This brought about a significant restart in the tourism sector that saw about 40% of travel destinations reopened (UNWTO, 2020). The improvements in the health sector and vaccine development have seen almost all countries reopen their borders to international travel. Luckily, reopening borders and easing travel restrictions tend to take back the tourism sector to its position before the pandemic.
[bookmark: _Toc82160733]Tourism in the Future
	Political, economic, social, technological, and environmental changes influence human activities, processes, and perceptions. Although gradual, these changes transform the tourism sector by bringing about new strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats. As these external factors and changes are always unforeseeable, predicting their influence on tourism happens to be difficult. However, the government can study trends in visitor demand, sustainability of tourism growth, technological advancements, and changes in travel mobility to establish the trend of tourism in the future.
	Visitor demands are greatly influenced by changes in demographic factors. Existing trends in our society indicate that the middle class and the old population continue to grow, meaning that the global population tends towards being richer and older (OECD, 2018). Growth in the middle-class population indicates that more people will spend on tourism activities. Similarly, growth in the aging population indicates that more people will be retiring from their jobs, and therefore expenditure of their incomes and savings on recreational activities such as travel will increase. These demographic factors, therefore, indicate significant growth opportunities for the tourism sector.
	Secondly, rapid technological advancements also seem to impact the tourism sector significantly. Positively, new technologies provide the best-customized goods and services to travelers. Similarly, improved technology also offers new and great experiences to travelers. However, digital platforms may significantly reduce the profit margins of various stakeholders across the sector, such as transportation, accommodation, and dining stakeholders. Therefore, it is prudent that policymakers consider how digital strategies affect the tourism markets and services globally. Therefore, whether or not the strategies are to be implemented depends on whether the benefits outweigh the shortcomings.
	Thirdly, tourism generally involves traveling. Generally, the International Transport Forum (ITF) projections indicate that due to the growth in the Asia-Pacific region, passenger kilometers will double by the year 2030 (OECD, 2018). The increase indicates that the air passenger traffic continues to increase significantly. Consequently, this increases international travel, promoting international tourism. The general growth of international tourism, in turn, indicates a significant growth opportunity in the tourism sector.
	However, negative changes in the climate sector predict a negative effect on the tourism sector. Statistics by the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) indicate that tourism contributes to about 5% of the Greenhouse Gas emissions. Transport and accommodation sectors in the industry significantly contribute to these emissions. In addition, tourists still depend on freshwater resources for consumption, other uses like showering and toilet usage, and recreational activities like skiing and swimming. Consequently, increased tourism activities deplete such resources. When such resources are unavailable or available in low quality, tourism tends to reduce, or its growth becomes insignificant.
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	Significant growth of the tourism sector has been experienced over the last ten years, except for last year when travel restrictions were imposed as a means of containing the covid-19. However, this year, the tourism sector has again gotten on its feet, and general current trends in international travels, visitor demands, and improved demands project that the tourism sector continues to grow steadily and that the future is bright for the tourism sector. However, since the tourism sector is also affected by political, economic, social, technological, and environmental megatrends, which are hard to predict, the government, as well as the tourism industry, needs to establish the implications and effects of the megatrends to make informed policies regarding tourism, and to shape the future of tourism effectively.
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